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with the situation of the king, and yet more because he
knew that France could only be saved by restoring the
legitimate authority of the Crown. On the other hand
he was convinced that any attempt to bring about a
counter-revolution would be not less dangerous than
criminal He promised to do his utmost to secure to
the king the control of the executive power, and with
this object he would constantly communicate his views
and advice to the Court and endeavour to influence
public opinion by means of agents in the provinces.
"I promise the king," he concluded, "loyalty, zeal,
activity, energy, and a courage surpassing all that is
probably expected of me. I promise everything except
success, which one man cannot command, and which it
would be rash and criminal presumption for me to
warrant, when so terrible a fever undermines the State
and endangers the monarch."

This was written on May 10, and a few days later
the bargain was completed. The terms were liberal.
Mirabeau's debts, to the amount of 200,000 livres were to
be paid. He was to receive 6000 livres monthly, and four
bills, each to the amount of 250,000 livres, were entrusted
to La Marck, to be handed to him at the end of the
session, if the king should then be satisfied with his
services. Not only Calonnes and Polignacs, political
and social adventurers, even men of honour, such as
Marshal S^gur, permitted the king to pay their debts
and accepted his pensions, whether secret or not, without
any sense of degradation, but Mirabeau's delight was so
open and effusive that the indulgent La Marck was
slightly shocked. No doubt the certainty of what
appeared unlimited wealth to one who had practised the